THE   PLAY  OF  MORE
And the combination of this with three forms of k, and with
two forms of e, h, and p has to be added.
Then there is the long fine upstroke to certain initial letters.
This is common; the argument lies in a combination of this upstroke
with a downstroke, found once in a signature of Shakespeare's
will and rather frequently in D, the pen touching the paper
in descent, before the upstroke was begun, and so maiding a
loop which, in its most characteristic form, resembles an 'elong-
ated needle eye'. How far this feature is exceptional has been
disputed; Sir Edward suggested ca personal peculiarity5;
Dr. Greg more cautiously says, The resemblance here is very
striking, and must be allowed due weight, though it would be
an exaggeration to regard it as constituting by itself a proof of
identity.5
Then there is again the combination in both hands of the
English script with an Italian long/. The fact that this is not as
common in D as Sir Edward thought does not alter the un-
doubted fact that it is there. It is the only non-English letter in
Shakespeare's signatures, and, except for an Italian r, the only
non-English letter in D's 'three pages'.1
So we have the combination, in Shakespeare's hand and in D,
of seven distinct combinations, one at least of which is, so far
as is known at present, unparalleled.
Some people speak as if all this could be put aside if it could
once be shown that Sir Edward Maunde Thompson had ever
made a mistake. What Sir Edward did was to call the attention
of palaeographers to a number of facts which, could they all
have been shown to be unique, would have proved the Shake-
spearean authorship of the 'three pages5 without any necessity
of considering the literary parallels at all. Dr. Greg has shown
that, of the characteristics claimed by Sir Edward as individual
to D and to Shakespeare, two must be abandoned, and the other
two are not quite as strong as Sir Edward thought, but still stand.
We must never forget the handicap which Sir Edward Maunde
Thompson voluntarily incurred by his self-denying ordinance in
making his study strictly palaeographical, eschewing any literary
1 Dr. Tannenbaum was the first to note the Italian r, but denies it and the/to
handD.
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